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~ The MAILING DA TE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
Mi claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1 .313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . ^ This communication is responsive to amendment filed 15 October 2003 . 

2. E<] The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-4,7-16 and 19-24 . 

3. ^ The drawings filed on 15 October 2003 and 27 September 2001 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. [X] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
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* Certified copies not received: . 

5. O Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

(a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

6. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 . 
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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

1 . The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Claims 1-4, 7- 
16 and 19-24 are allowable because none of the prior art of record discloses light output 
means formed in an upper surface of a plate-like member by a repetitive structure of 
prismatic structures each having an optical path changing face and a long side face, the 
prismatic structures arranged at intervals of a pitch of from 50 um to 1 .5 mm, the optical 
path changing face is formed of a slope inclined downward at an inclination angle in a 
range of 35-48 degrees with respect to a reference plane of a lower surface of the plate- 
like member, each of the long side faces is made of slope inclined at an angle range of 
0-10 degrees with respect to the reference plane, a difference between inclination 
angles of any two long side faces is not larger than 5 degrees, a difference between the 
inclination angles of adjacent ones of the long side faces is not larger than 1 degree, 
and a projected area of the long side faces on the reference plane is not smaller than 5 
times as large as that of the optical path changing faces on the reference plane, an 
adhesive layer having a refractive index lower than that of the plate-like member, and 
an anti-reflection layer made of a circular polarizer and bonded to the lower surface of 
the plate-like member through the adhesive layer. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alan Cariaso whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
1952. The examiner can normally be reached on 9-5:30 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sandra O'Shea can be reached on (703) 305-4939. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
0956. /7\ 
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